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The Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) is an educational charity, registered in 
Scotland.  Independent and non-party-political, our wide-ranging educational 
activities include: 
 
•           Organising lectures, debates and conferences 
 
•           Conducting major independent inquiries 
 
•           Providing educational activities for school students throughout Scotland 
 
•           Distributing over £1.7 million to top researchers and entrepreneurs  
 
•           Showcasing to the World the best of our research and development 
 
•           Increasing two-way international exchange 
 
•           Encouraging, promoting and rewarding excellence 
 
•           Offering state-of-the-art conference facilities 
 
•           Publishing internationally respected learned journals 
 
The RSE was founded in 1783 by Royal Charter for the “Advancement of Learning 
and Useful Knowledge”.  Einstein, Darwin, Walter Scott and Lord Kelvin are 
among its many famous Fellows from history.  Today we have around 1400 
Fellows whose expertise encompasses the full spectrum of the sciences, medicine, 
engineering and technology, education, law, the arts, humanities, social sciences, 
business, industry, the professions and public service.  This multi-disciplinary 
perspective makes the RSE unique amongst the United Kingdom’s learned 
societies.  We are funded by a range of carefully selected charitable, public and 
private bodies.  Our mission today is providing public benefit through the 
advancement of learning and useful knowledge. 
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